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CROl'i JR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COIRTCIL 


REPORT 


of  the 

11SD1CAL_  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the 

Year  erded  31st  Decemher,  1963 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


1963. 


I have  the 


honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


As  I did  not  commence  ray  duties  in  the  District  until  1964? 
this  report  is,  of  necessity,  confined  to  statistical  data  but,  in 
appreciation  that  a report  which  contains  naught  else  save  a maze  of 
statistical  tables  will,  in  all  probability,  deserve  and  receive  little 
more  than  a cursory  glance,  I shall  attempt  to  analyse  the  significance 
of  the  figures  contained  therein  and  comment  on  any  data  of  special 
interest. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.A.D,  Bradfield. 


II. B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


general  statistics 
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Estimated  mid-year 

population 

4,790 

Number  of  inhabited 

dwellings 

1,714 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births; 

Legitimate 

25 

26 

51 

Illegitimate 

3 

5 

8 

28 

31 

59 

Live  Birth  Rp.te  per  ICOO  of  estimated  population  12.5 
Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  (Comparability 

Factor  1.15)  14«1 

Live  Birth  Rate  England  and  Vales  1963  18.2 

This  figure  of  18.2  is  the  highest  since  1947* 


Corrected  Live  Birth  Rates,  Cromer,  1959  lo  1963:- 


1959  IClO  1961  1962_  1963 

13.5  12.0  12.9  16.4  14.1 

The  Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  v;as  13*55^  ol  Ihe  total  live  births. 

In  the  preceding  four  years  there  were  12  illegitimate  births  out 
of  a total  of  250  live  births,  which  gives  a percentage  of  4»8* 

A similar  rise  in  the  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  evident  in  the 
neighbouring  Urban  District  of  Sheringham  and  to  a lesser  extent 
in  the  Rural  DistricL;  of  Erpingham. 


There  were  no  stillbirths  or  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age.  This  is  a very  good  lecord  as  during  the  past  five  years 
there  have  only  been  two  infant  deaths  out  of  a total  of  309  live 
births,  which  give  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  over  the  five  years 
of  6.5  per  1000  live  births.  The  National  figure  for  1963 > which 
is  the  lov/est  on  record,  is  20,9- 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  is  particularly  lov/  and  has  not  followed  the 
rising  trend  of  the  National  Rate  over  the  pas  decade. 

V/hen  considering  the  corrected  Live  Birth  figures,  this  low  rate 
cannot  be  v^holly  attributed  to  a high  average  age  of  the  populat- 
ion as  the  Registiwi'’  General's  Comparability  factor  should  take 
this  into  account,  nor  can  the  decline  be  attributed  to  a housing 
shortage  as  the  ratio  of  inhabited  dwellings  to  the  population  is 
at  least  as  satisf>..ctory  as  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 


A 


A possilsle  explanation  is  that,  generally  speaking,  the  birth 
rate  tends  to  be  higher  among  the  less  affluent  elements  of  the 
population,  and  there  may  well  be  a smaller  proportion  of  these 
elements  in  Cromer  than  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

It  is  also  possible  that  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the 
age  grouping  of  the  population  has  got  out  of  date  since  the  last 
census  and  that  there  has  been  a greater  influx  of  elderly  people 
than  was  anticipated.  The  Birth  Rate  in  Sheringham  is  only  slightly 
above  that  of  Cromer  and,  in  fact,  he.s  shorn  a marked  decline  over 
the  past  few  years , 


DEATHS 


Individual  Ccuc  ss2 - 


Other  infective  and  imnasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

" " linig,  bronchus 

" " breast 

" " uterus 

Other  m.aligns„nt  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  .circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  sbcmach  end  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteri''  ‘.s  and  disrrhoea 
Other  difined  a.nd  ill'-defined  diseases 
All  other  accidents 


Male  Female 
1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 7 

1 

1 1 

7 10 

10  10 

2 1 

3 10 

3 

1 

9 13 

4 
1 
1 

1 

5 

2 


49 


67 


Humber  of  deaths  from  all  cruses 
Death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  population 
Corrected  death  rate  (Comparability  factor  0.57) 
Death  rate  England  and  Vfales  I963 

Corrected  dearth  rate  average  over  preceding  4 years 

(Cromer  U.D.) 


116 

24.2 

13.8 

12.2 

11.8 


In  1963  there  v:as  a continuation  in  the  increase  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  per  year.  This  must  be  due  to  and  advancing 
average  age  as  the  longevity  of  the  population's  evident.  The 
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average  age  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  72  years  for  males  and  75*5  years 
in  respect  of  females.  56^°  of  a-H  deaths  took  place  after  the  age  of  75 
years.  As  usual,  diseases  associated  with  the  heart  caused  a larger  number 
of  deaths  than  any  other  cause,  and  deaths  due  to  malignant  disease  constit- 
uted l6^o  of  the  total.  This  figure  of  l6^  is  similar  to  that  of  preceding 
years  and  it  is  perhaps  noteworthy  that  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  lung 
cancer  have  not  increased  as  has  been  the  case  in  neighbouring  districts. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  have  been  received 
during  the  years- 


Disease 

Age 

Unknown 

Under  1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25+ 

Total 

Chickenpox 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Jaundice 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Measles  - 

- 

- 

14 

16 

32 

3 

- 

- 

65 

Puerperal  lyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

V/ho oping  Cough 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2 

Total 

- 

2 

15 

16 

33 

4 

1 

1 

72 

Apart  from  the  customary  biennial  incidence  of  measles,  Cromer  had 
a very  good  record,  only  seven  further  cases  of  infectious  disease  being 
reported,  and  there  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  or  dysentery* 

Measles  incidence  1958  - 1963'- 

Year  - 1963  19^  19il  I960  1959  1958 

No  of  cases  --  65  1 41  Nil  144  H 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

Total 

New  Cases 

Inward 

Transfers 

1 3 

— — 

4 

Removed 

from 

Register 

1 2 

- 

3 

Cases  on 
Register 

at  31/12/63 

0 

1 — 1 

( — 1 

2 3 

ON 

CM 
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For  the  first  time  since  1957  there  v;ere  no  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  town,  but  there  were  four  "Inward  Transfers",  i.e.  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  who  have  come  to  live  in  the  Urban  District, 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  is  nov/  29,  an  increase  of  one 
when  compared  v/ith  I962. 

FRhYENTIOU  OF  lUFFCTIUUS  D I3EjIU^_  , 

The  following  statistical  data  1 elates  to  Norfolk  County  Administrative 
Area  No. 2,  which  also  includes  Erpingliam  R,D.  and  Sheringham  U.D. 


B.c.G,  Vaccination 


B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  children  over  the  age  of  twelve  years 
as  a protection  against  tuberculosis. 

No.  of  skin  tests  at  Cromer  a,nd 

Sheringham  Secondary  Ilodcrn  Schools  - I98  (+  47^  see  below) 

No.  found  positive  ~ 57 

No.  found  negative  and  vaccinated  - 149 

In  March  I963,  a girl  pupil,  age  15  years,  attending  Cromer  Second- 
ai'y  Modern  School,  was  admitted  to  Kelling  Hospital  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tvuborculosis  and,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician,  every  child 
attending  this  school  v;as  given  a skin  test,  a total  of  522  pupils  were 
examined  in  May  and  154  were  re-tested  in  July.  46  children  were  subsequently 
referred  (with  parental  consent)  for  chest  x-ray  examinations  at  Cromer  and 
District  Hospital  and,  in  all  cases,  the  films  were  normal.  The  patient 
responded  to  treatment  and  was  discharged  from  hospital  in  August  1965* 

SILILLPOX  VilCC  INATION 

The  folloTz/ing  table  relates  to  persons  under  15  years  of  age  vacc- 
inated in  Area  No, 2 during  1965»  Statistics  are  not  available  in  respect  of 
adult  vaccination  against  smallpox  as  records  are  no  longer  submitted  by 
general  practitioners. 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

5-14 

Total 

Primary 

i>- 

1 — 1 

21 

2 

5 

1 

16 

200 

Re-vaccination 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

22 

26 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  was  considerably 
less  than  in  I962.  This  is  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a 
smallpox  "scare"  in  I965  as  there  was  in  1962.  157  children  or  6090  of  those 

under  one  year  were  vaccinated.  This  figure,  although  not  as  high  as  one 
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might  hope  for,  compares  favourably  with  the  number  vaccinated  in  other  parts 
of  the  countiy. 

POLIOHYELITIS. 

The  oral  vaccine  continues  to  be  the  vaccine  of  choice  with  only  the 
occasional  injection  of  Salk  vaccine  recorded  by  general  practitioners. 

In  May  1963>  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  that  those  children  who 
had  had  two  doses  only  of  Salk  vaccine  (the  second  not  more  than  a year  prev- 
iously) should  receive,  as  an  alternative  to  a third  dose  of  Salk  vaccine,  two 
doses  of  oral  vaccine  to  complete  their  basic  course  of  immunisation. 

Children  between  the  ages  of  5 to  12  years  and  at  school  entry  receive 
a fourth  or  re-inforcing  dose  of  vaccine. 

A re-inforcing  dose  is  also  available  to  all  health  service  and 
hospital  staffs  (and  their  families)  liable  to  come  into  contact  with  polio- 
myelitis cases  and  to  travellers  to  Asia,  Africa,  South  or  Central  iimerica,  but 
individual  records  of  vaccination  of  persons  in  these  groups  are  not  requested. 


Year  of 
Birth. 

3 injcns 
Salk 
vaccine 

3 doses 
oral 
vaccine 

Booster 
oral 
after  2 
injcns 

Booster 
oral 
after  3 
injcns 

Booster 
oral 
after  2 
injcns  + 

1 oral 

Booster 
oral 
after  3 
oral 

Booster 
Salk 
after  3 
injcns . 

1963 

- 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

1 

218 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1961 

5 

45 

30 

- 

74 

- 

- 

i960 

2 

10 

2 

- 

65 

1959 

4 

6 

- 

22 

10 

- 

1958 

1 

10 

- 

205 

7 

. 16 

- 

1957 

- 

12 

1 

45 

11 

9 

1 

1956 

- 

11 

- 

20 

5 

17 

- 

1955 

- 

11 

- 

13 

18 

10 

- 

1954 

11 

- 

13 

11 

19 

- 

1953 

- 

10 

- 

9 

16 

12 

- 

iige 

11-14 

— 

13 

— 

14 

28 

19 

- 

15-40 

22 

64 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Others 

1 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

36 

441 

46  . 

341 



247 



102 

1 
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Following  on  the  introduction  of  the  Sahin  or  oral  vaccine  in  19^2 
there  was  as  might  be  expected  a decrease  in  the  total  niimber  of  persons  who 
received  the  vaccine  in  1963?  hut  the  number  of  children  under  the  age  of  two 
years  who  were  immunised  was  maintained.  By  the  end  of  the  hear  385  or  6&/o  of 
children  under  the  age  of  two  years  had  received  the  full  primary  course. 

The  last  case  of  poliomyelitis  reported  was  in  1959  and  to  keep  this  g 
good  record  it  is  essential  that  a high  level  of  popular  immunity  be  maintained. 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  country  as  a whole  has  continued  to  drop. 
There  were  77  cases  in  England  and  Wales  in  1963?  325  in  1962  and  1086  in  I96I. 

DIPHTHERIA,  V/HQOPING  COUGH  iillD  TETAFJS 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  child- 
ren with  a combined  vaccine , 

In  Norfolk  Administration  Area  No. 2,  285  children  under  the  age  of 
2 years  were  immunised.  This  figure  maintans  a high  rate  of  protection  against 
these  preventable  diseases.  Just  over  500  children  of  school  age  received 
either  primary  or  booster  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus. 


Age  at  31 *12. 63 
i.e.  born  in  year 

Total  immunised 
during  1963 

Booster 

injections 

- 1 

1963 

104 

- 2 

1962 

181 

4 

- 3 

1961 

15 

11 

- 4 

i960 

2 

13 

- 5 

1959 

1 

12 

5 - 9 

1954-58 

64 

386 

10  - 14 

1949-53 

5 

29 

Total  imder  I5  years 



572 

455 

The  various  antigens  used  were  as  follows; - 


Triple  antigen  (Diphtheria/Pertussis/Tetanus) 
Combined  antigen  (Diphtheria/Tetanus) 

Single  antigen  (Diphtheria  only) 


Primary 

Boos1 

= 

299 

36 

= 

70 

270 

= 

3 

149 

372 

455 

TETANUS  liilUNISATION 

A total  of  161  children  under  15  years  of  age  and  I90  persons  over 
the  age  of  15  years  were  inoculated  during  the  year  with  tetanus  toxoid  and  a 
further  38  received  a booster  injection.  Thus,  by  including  those  inoculated 
with  triple  or  combined  antigen,  a grand  total  of  IO64  persons  of  all  ages 
received  protection  against  tetanus  during  I963  in  Area  No. 2. 
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GEIfxJIL\L  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE  ■ 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  services  provided  by  the  Norfolk 
County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946,  the  Cromer  Urban 
Distric':,  the  Sheringham  Urban  District,  and  the  Erpingham  Rural  District  are 
combined  to  form  County  Area  No. 2,  These  services  include  midwifery,  the  care 
of  mothers  and  young  children,  vaccination  and  immunisation,  home  nursing, 
mental  health,  prevention  of  illness  (care  and  after-care),  home  helps  and  the 
ambulance  service. 

Maternity  and  Ch-i.ld  Vfelfara . 

The  district  is  served  by  eleven  District  Nurse/llidwives,many  of  whom 
are  also  qualified  Health  Visitors.  The  area  between  Cromer  and  Sheringham 
also  enjoys  the  services  of  a full  time  Health  Visitor. 

Infant  V/elfare  Clinics  are  lield  at  the  following  places; - 


Centre.  Date  held 


o 

1 — 1 
o 

- Methodist  Church  Schoolroom. 

iilternate  5rd  Tuesday 
in  month. 

Edgefield 

Parish  Hall. 

Last  Tuesday  in  month. 

Gresham 

- Assembly  Room. 

2nd  Monday  in  month. 

Mundesley 

Church  Room. 

Last  Tuesday  in  month. 

Southrepps 

The  Rectory. 

2nd  Wednesday  in  month. 

ITorthrepps 

- Chursh  Rooms. 

2nd  Friday  in  month. 

Rough  ton 

- Village  Hall. 

Last  Thursday  in  month. 

Cromer 

- Local  Health  Office. 

1st  and  5i’d  Thursday  in 
month . 

Sheringham 

St.  Peter's  Parish  Hall. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  in 
month. 

Matlaske 

- Village  Hall, 

Last  Thursday  in  month. 

Holt 

B.R.C.S.,  H.Q.,  Norwich  Road. 

2nd  Tuesday/-  in  month. 

The  Clinics  at  Cromer  and  S]ieringham  are  attended  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  those  at  Matlaske  and  Mundesley  are  attended  as  required. 

All  children  under  5 years  of  age  are  visited  regularly  in  their  homes 
by  the  Health  Visitor  who  takes  over  from  the  midwife  when  the  baby  is  two  v/eeks 
old.  Children  of  5 years  and  over  com.e  under  the  supervision  of  the  School  Nurse. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisa.tion . 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  by  the 
General  Practitioners.  Sessions  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  against  small- 
pox, diphtheria,  v/hooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis  are 
arranged  at  Clinics,  Schools  and  General  Practitioners'  surgeries. 

School  Medical  Service. 


This  takes  up  a considerable  amount  of  time  as  every  one  of  the  28 
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schools  in  the  area  is  visited  annually  and  on  these  occasions  a full  examination 
of  all  children  in  the  appropriate  aje  ^^roup  is  carried  out.  They  are  seen  during 
their  first  year  at  school,  at  10  years  of  age  and  before  leaving;  if  any  defects 
are  discovered  they  are  referred  for  treatment  or  investigation.  Children  in 
whom  there  is  thought  to  be  a need  for  supervision  are  seen  every  year.  jj.part 
from  the  routine  visits,  many  special  visits  to  schools  are  made  for  such  purpose 
as  immunisation,  mental  ascertainment,  examination  when  transport  to  school  is 
believed  necessary,  and  so  on.  The  vision  and  hearing  of  all  pupils  is  tested 
at  8 years  of  age  as  a routine. 

General  ^’^elfare. 

These  services  are  administered  in  the  district  by  the  Local  vrelfare 
Officer  who  is  in  attendance  and  available  for  interviev/s  ats- 

Cromer?  Local  Health  Office  9-10  a.m.  daily. 

Shoringhams  Sheringham  IJ.D.C.  Offices  2 - 2.30  p.m.  Tuesday. 

Holt;  Shirehall,  Tower  Street.  12  noon  - 12.50  p.m.  Friday. 
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PART  2 


CROMER  URBM  DISTRICT  COMCIL 


AlRUi.L  REPORT  OF  TDE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IHSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YLLiR  1963. 


To  the  members  of  the  Cromer  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  District  during  1965?  which  was  my  second  year  of  service  with 
your  Council.  As  the  public  health  duties  are  so  integrated  with  my  other  duties 
of  Surveyor,  V^ater  Manager  and  many  others  imspecified  but  connected  with  the 
business  administration  of  a busy  seaside  resort,  my  report  must  trespa,ss  somewhat 
beyond  the  public  health  aspect. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I expressed  the  hope  that  once  I was  rid  of  some 
large  schemes  of  development  being  undertaken  by  your  council,'  I could  probably 
catch  up  on  the  backlog  of  some  of  the  public  health  work,  ^specially  with  regard 
to  the  inspection  of  food  premises,  shops,  hotels  and  cafes,  sub-standard  housing 
and  houses  let  in  lodgings,  factories  and  suchlike  premises,  but  I regret  to  report 
that  it  has  even  yet  been  impossible  to  make  any  systematic  and  general  inspections, 
and  only  the  most  pressing  visits  can  be  ca.rried  out,  usually  following  complaints* 
Now  we  have  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  making  the  registrat- 
ion, inspection  and  follow  up  of  all  defects  found  of  all  these  premises  compulsory. 

I am  now  of  the  opinion  tha,t  all  those  inspections  can  be  made,  and  the  public 
health  work  brought  up-to-date,  only  if  temporary  additional  help  is  given  to  the 
Depa.rtment . 

The  bigger  schemes  which  of  necessity  demanded  most  attention  included  the 
construction  of  the  attractive  Evington  Boating  Lake  (opened  1st  June,  I963)  with 
the  surrounding  gardens  and  lawns,  frontal  wall,  flower  bays  and  cobbled  paving 
comers,  the  demolition  of  the  old  Workers'  Cafe,  the  first  stage  of  Norwich  Road 
Improvement  Scheme  (Nowhaven  Court)  the  planning  of  va,rious  new  street  lighting 
schemes,  following  a survey  of  the  'black  spots'  in  the  present  street  lighting 
system  (which  on  the  whole  is  very  satisfactory) , the  erection  of  an  additional 
block  of  14  chalets  on  the  ^'est  Promenade,  the  improving  of  the  Rocket  House 
Shelter,  erection  of  new  groyne  markers,  the  modernisation  of  54  council  houses  and 
the  completion  of  eigl  t 2 - bedroom  bungalows  a,nd  4?  2 - bedroom  houses. 

The  public  stre^.ts,  street  lighting,  pa^rks  and  open  spaces  and  other  local 
authority  services  continue  to  be  well  maintained  to  a high  standard,  although 
there  is  still  much  need  for  several  unadopted  roads  to  be  made  up  at  the  frontagers' 
expense.  Perhaps  the  council  may  feel  that  it  might  be  beneficial  to  make  a con- 
tribution towards  the  roadmaking  charges. 

Several  private  housing  estates  continued  to  expand  steadily  at  the  rate  of 
about  50  dwellings  per  year. 
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Dates  and  events  which  may  be  worth  recording  are;- 

- Newhaven  Court  Hotel  ablaze. 

- Garden  of  Remembrance  dedicated. 

- Start  on  One-V^ay  street  system  in  New  Street  and  High  Street. 

- Opening  of  the  Evington  Boating  Lake. 

- Local  Public  Enquiry  into  compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made 
by  the  Norfolk  County  Council  to  secure  the  widening  of 
V/est  Church  Street. 

- Cleaning  and  repairs  to  the  Town  Hall  which  enabled  a 
repertory  theatre  to  run  during  the  summer  season. 

- Start  of  Tennis  V/eek  - Inter-County,  Men,  Grade  V 

- Carnival  Day,  blessed  with  good  weather. 

- Annual  Flower  Show. 

- Mr.  R,  Edge  retired  from  post  of  Works  Foreman,  after  many 
long  y^ars  of  valuable  service  to  the  council,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  V.  Peck. 

- Mr.  Jack  \7right  retired  from  post  of  Pumping  Superintendent 
after  40  years  of  conscientious  service  at  Iletton,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  N.  Brookes. 

- Hr.  E.  Oglesby,  Assistant  Surveyor  left  my  Department,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Youngman  who  commenced  his  duties  on 
21st  October,  19^3 • 

- Mr.  D.  Hann  joined  the  staff  as  Senior  Clerk,  taking  the 
place  of  Mr.  Hoy  who  unfortunately  had  to  retire  at  the  age 
of  63  because  of  ill-health,  after  giving  about  20  years  of 
loyal  service. 

In  conclusion,  I would  thank  Mr.  M.  New  the  Chairman,  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  encouragement,  along  with  Mr. 

Youngman,  the  foremen,  the  office  and  outdoor  staffs  for  their  helpful  and  willing 
service  at  all  times. 

I am,  I'r.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.B.  iiDiU'ISON, 

Surveyor,  Public  Health  Inspector  and 

Water  Manager. 


22/1/63 

27/3/63 

1/6/63 

1/6/63 

12/6/63 


Spring 

22/7/63 

31/7/63 

7/8/63 

4/5/63 


31/5/63 

28/9/63 

30/9/63 
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HOUSING 

STATISTICS  FOB  TIffi  Y]I',R  ENDING  31st  DECEI'EBER,  1963 


New  Houses  completed  With  State 

during  the  year  Assistance  Unaided  Total 


(a) 

Local  iiuthority 

12 

- 

12 

(b) 

By  any  other  Housing 
Authority 

- 

- 

- 

(?) 

By  private  persons 

- 

27 

27 

Total  number  of  inhabited 

houses 

in  District 

1780 

Total  number  of  houses  ovmed  by  Local  Authority 

227 

ACTION  ^•riTII 

REGARD 

TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 

Closing  and  Demolition  No.  of  Houses 

Ic  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  5 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  4 

4.  -uiy  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 
dwellings  and  not  included  in  above 

Repairs 

Houses  made  fit 

5.  By  informal  action  40 

6.  By  owners  following  statutory  notice 

7.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  ovmers 

8.  Demolition  orders  revoked  after  reconstruction 

Houses  Patched 

9.  Houses  in  clearance  areas  still  in  use  at  end  of  year 
for  temporary  accommodation 

SLUl'i  CLHilRidTCE 


1.  Total  number  of  unfit  houses  as  originally  estimated 

in  1955  36 

2.  Total  number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  since 

January,  1956  7 

3.  Closing  Orders  mcade  during  the  year  4 

4.  Undertakings  (Sect.  I7)  accepted  from  owners  2 

5.  Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  district  remaining 

unfit  for  human  habitation.  18 
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IIIPROVEMijlNT  GRi'NTS 

Housin,?  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 
House  pij-rchase  and  Housing:  Act,  195 9 


• RISCRETIOHiiRY  GILH'i'rS 

lo  Applications  suLriitted  to  Lwcal  Authority  during  year 
2o  Applications  rejected 
5.  Applications  appro’/ed 

4<.  Approxinate  average  grant  approved  per  house 

5.  Total  number  of  houses  ai^proved  for  grant  in  the  area 
since  inception  of  scheme 

13.  STAT'MRH  GRAHT3 


No.  of  separate 

houses 

4 

1 

3 

£195.  0.  Od 
55 


1.  Number  of  separaue  houses  for  vdiich  grants  have  been  made,  5 

2,  Tota.1  number  of  houses  approved  for  Standard  Grant  in  the 

area  since  inceptioxi.  56 


The  Slum  Clearcnco  prograraae  uas  speeded  up  somewhat  with  the  closing 
of  4 Houses  and  the  demolition  of  5 houses.  Special  difficulties  exist  in  the 
Jett;'-  Street  unfit  properties  vrhich  are  on  the  I'iinistry's  list  of  buildings  of 
specia],  architectural  or  historic  interest,  and  improvement  and  conversion 
rather  thazi  demolition  is  recoirmiended. 


The  Committee  considered  the  erection  of  garages  in  batteries  for 
cconcil  tenconts  in  the  l^Iarrans  area,  but  the  response  was  poor  and  so  the  scheme 
’.;as  Cropped,  The  rent  collector  made  a note  of  council  house  gardens  which  were 
untidy,  letters  were  sent  to  the  offenders  v;ith  quite  good  results.  However, 
the  aged  and  h?,ndicapp9d  present  a difficult  problem,  but  it  is  remarkable  how 
v;ell  the  neiglibours  help  out  in  some  cases. 

The  Council  made  an  unsuccessful  bid  to  purcha,se  the  Old  Vicarage  for 
the  purpose  of  establ.ishing  a scheme  of  grouped  homes  for  Old  People,  an 
inspection  was  made  of  existing  schemes  at  Loddon  and  North  'Valsham. 

A programme  of  modern? saticn  for  the  remaining  54  pre-war  council  houses 
in  Connaught  Road,  Rosebery  Road,  Grove  Roa,d  and  Cliff  Road  was  practically 
completed  before  the  end  of  the  year,  so  the  Council  can  now  take  pride  in 
having  all  their  houses  up  to  date.  The  Sexton's  Lodge  at  the  Cemetery  was 
m.odemised  at  the  same  time. 

Other  improvements  included  the  repainting  of  all  the  houses  in  Links 
avenue  with  the  Shops  and  flats  in  Westcliff  *^venue.  The  untidy  grass  verges  in 
the  lifirrams  area  were  cut  out  and  carpetted  v^ith  tar  macadam. 

Luring  the  summer  and  autumn,  eight  bungalows  and  four  houses  were  com- 
pleted and  occupied  in  Lynev;ood  Road,  The  work  of  construction  was  to  a high 
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standard,  the  .irchitect  congratulating;  the  builder  on  the  excellence  of  the  work 
and  wished  it  to  be  known  to  the  Council. 

Co’^jTTion  Lodging  Houses 

Referring  to  para.graph  6 of  the  hinistry  of  Health  Circular  1/64,  there 
are  no  registered  comnon  lodging  houses  v/ithin  the  Cronc-r  Urban  District. 

Caravan  Sites . 

There  are  two  larg^i  private  caravan  sites  in  very  pleasant  surroundings 
within  the  District,  licenced  as  follows; - 

ROYiiL  LINKS  (John  Fletcher  Dodd)  - 9^  Caravans  for  holiday  purposes; 

PINEV/OOD  (Robert  S.  Hill)  - 100  C aravans  for  holiday  purposes,  with  winter 

storage  of  caravans  in  restricted  p.reas. 

Frequent  consultations  have  taken  place  viith  regard  to  tho  planning  and 
licensing  conditions  imposed,  but  I am  pleased  to  report  tha.t  co-operation  has 
been  readily  forthcoming  from  the  owners  of  both  sites  and  that  no  great  diffic- 
ulties have  arisen. 

There  v;as  some  public  apprehension  when  pla.nning  approval  was  granted  for 
a caravan  site  on  Barclay's  land,  Overstrand  Road,  but  fortimately  a better  type 
oi  development  in  the  form  of  holiday  chalets  was  substituted  before  caravans 
appeared  on  the  site. 

Enforcement  action  had  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of  one  caravan  which 
appeared  without  permission  on  land  at  the  junction  of  the  Hall  and  Hetton  Roads, 

.^F'. -"erage  and  Sewage  Pi snosal , 

The  system,  has  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  yea,r,  apart  from  a 
few  instances  of  flooding  in  Station  Road  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Gangway,  follow- 
ing two  or  three  sharp  short  thunderstorms  in  June.  Station  Road  sewerage  is 
being  looked  after  in  the  proposed  scheme  for  duplicating  the  worst  of  the  over- 
loaded sewers,  explained  in  the  last  Anr.ual  Report  and  which  is  duo  to  start  soon. 
A relief  pipe  was  laid  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  Gangway  at  Poppyland  Cafe  to  relieve 
any  future  flooding  vrhich  nay  take  place  there, 

A bad  case  of  f]ood-ing  also  occurred  in  tho  cellars  of  the  shops  at  the 
junction  of  Prince  of  Hales  Road  with  West  Street,  but  the  cause  of  this  was 
found  to  be  a blockage  in  tho  main  sev;or  - and  at  the  weekend,  tool 

A new  sewerage  ■ system  has  been  lc?,id  in  the;  Hillside  Housing  Estate,  which 
will  also  take  sewage  from  the  Stevens  Road  and  Norwich  Road  houses  in  the 
Erpingham  R.D.C.  area,  and  will  be  brought  into  operation  when  tho  proposed  Hall 
Road  sewer  has  been  completed,  probably  by  next  Spring.  The  sane  remarks  apply 
bo  tho  Burnt  Hills  and  Holvmy  Close  Housing  Estates,  o,long  with  the  adjoining 
Roughton  Road  houses  which  are  within  the  Erpingham  R.D.C.  area.  Details  of  the 
proposed  major  sewerage  schemes  wore  given  in  my  last  annual  report. 


16. 


It  is  important  that  I remind  you  of  the  uneconomic  method  used  to  keep 
the  beaches  clean  during  the  summer  months,  which  necessitates  three  months  of 
distasteful  work  of  cleaning  out  the  sludge  tanks  for  five  men.  Provision  has 
been  made  in  the  report  of  the  County  Public  Health  Engineer  for  the  eventual 
elimination  of  this  unpleasant  task  by  dealing  with  the  sewage  at  the  time. 

Stree t Cle amsi n g 

Street  Cleansing  ‘..as  carried  out  during  the  summer  by  5 Eien  and  during 
the  rest  of  the  year  by  3 men.  Street  gullies  'are  cleansed  at  least  4 times  per 
year  under  contract.  Fe\i  compla,ints  v;ere  received  and  on  the  whole  the  men  do  a 
satisfactory  job.  The  orderly  barrows  are  fast  becoming  obsolete  and  some  may 
soon  have  to  be  repla,ced.  The  town  has  a shortage  of  litter  receptacles  but  if 
the  Council  continue  to  purchase  a few  each  year  the  position  should  be  improved 
and  the  road  sweepers’  burdens  ma,de  lighter.  It  is  a great  pity  that  the  public 
at  large  do  not  yet  realise  that  the  Litter  iict  of  1958  is  still  in  operation. 

I wish  to  commend  those  shopkeepers  who  regularly  wash  and  brush  the 
pavements  in.  front  of  their  shops.  The  streets  v/ould  look  ever  so  much  cleaner 
if  all  the  other  shopkeepers  and  occupiers  of  other  business  premises  would  follov/ 
their  praiseworthy  example. 

Fub_].ic  _C]  e an  sing 

The  Council  are  fortunate  in  having  an  exceptionally  good  crew  on  the 
pCi’iwinent  refuse  collector  (Karrier  12  cu.yd)  and  a \veekly  collection  of  refuse 
is  carried  out  regularly  vfithout  fuss  or  serious  complaint.  This  regular  coll- 
ection is  augmented  in  the  summer  months  by  the  second  refuse  collector  (Kafrier 
7 cu.yd)  to  keep  the  refuse  collecting  service  highly  satisfactory.  The  vehicles 
\nxe  rep.ainted  during  the  year  and  are  nov^  worthy  to  bear  the  name  of  the  council. 
Eveiy  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  vehicles  in  a thoroughly  good  roadworthy  condit- 
ion, but  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  with  the  smaller  vehicle  for  it 
\:ov.ld  a,ppear  that  the  stage  has  been  reached  when  probably  good  money  is  being 
spent  after  bad. 

The  bottom  continued  to  be  out  of  the  waste-paper  market  and  no  merchant 
could  be  found  to  ts.ke  it.  The  Council  decided  to  suspend  wastepaper  collections, 
but  offered  to  burn  the  same  for  tradesmen  who  were  prepared  to  transport  it  to 
the  Destructor. 

The  same  conditions  apply  to  'tins'  market  and  although  time  was  spent 
in  flattening  these  by  means  of  a road  roller,  the  merchant  did  not  return  after 
removing  but  one  load. 

The  dumping  of  refuse  at  the  Northrepps  Tip  was  discontinued  in  I96I  when 
the  Destructor  at  Sandy  Lane  was  brought  back  into  use.  However,  the  tip  was  not 
full,  and  the  ovmer  kept  insisting  on  filling,  levelling  off  and  soiling  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  Coimcil's  tractor  was  brought  into  use  for  the  levelling,  and 
the  whole  operation  was  completed  in  the  Spring  of  1984*  The  dumping  of  mushroom 
stalks  from  the  Mushroom  Farm  created  e.  special  difficulty,  but  these  have  since 
gone  to  Abb's  Tip,  West  Runton. 

Efforts  have  been  made  in  several  quarters  for  securing  another  tip. 
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including  Mr.  J.J.  Gurney  at  the  Old  Gravel  Pits,  Northrepps  Road,  and  a few 
disused  railway  cuttings  belonging  to  British  Railways.  The  Council  have  now 
procured  part  of  the  Old  Gravel  Pits,  Northrepps  Road,  whoro  it  is  expected 
that  tipping  will  commence  in  October,  1964. 

Messrs.  Fioenan  and  Proude  and  the  Electricity  Board  were  called  in  in 
1963  to  exami'ne  the  working  of  the  Destructor  and  to  give  advice  on  improving 
the  operation  of  same.  It  was  found  that  whereas  the  original  rated  capacity 
was  6 tons  in  10  hours  viz  0.6  tons  per  hour,  the  Council  were  trying  to  deal 
with  1.3  tons  per  hour  over  a 6 hours  firing  period.  The  experts  reported  that 
the  real  answer  lies  in  the  adding  of  another  furnace  cell,  but  in  the  meantime 
the  trunking  from  the  fan  has  been  altered  to  provide  improved  draught  and  the 
length  of  the  working  day  extended.  Th-re  has  also  been  a better  adjustment  of 
dampers  and  more  frequent  slicing  of  the  grate,  and  now  reasonable  operation  has 
been  achieved,  a wa.ter  supply  and  hot  water  with  toilet  and  washing  facilities 
were  made  available  and  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  Destructor  entrances. 
A visit  was  made  to  the  Destructor  of  a neighbouring  local  authority  from  which 
I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  working  of  the  local  plant  can  bear  quite  a good 
comparison. 

Public  Conveniences 


Generally  the  eight  blocks  of  conveniences  are  maintained  in  a clean  and 
satisfactory  manner,  especially  those  at  Runton  Road,  Bond  Street  and  Cadogan 
Road  Car  Park.  By  an  i^ct  of  Parliament  the  council  were  forced  into  over  £200 
of  iinnecessary  expenses  by  being  forced  to  remove  the  turn  stiles  and  substitute 
coin  locks  on  every  cubicle  door  in  the  Runton  Road  conveniences.  Recurring 
spates  of  Vandalism  caused  much  imnecessary  expense  both  in  materia,ls  and  labour. 
Painting  was  carried  out  in  the  Melbourne,  Vfest  Beach  and  Ea,st  Beach  conveniences. 
However,  the  council's  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  fabric  of  the  Melbourne  Conveniences. 

Negotations  are  going  on  at  present  for  the  acquisition  of  la-nd  adjacent 
to  the  bus  shelt^_r  in  Mill  Road,  for  the  erection  of  a further  small  block  of 
public  conveniences. 

The  council  approved  the  recommendation  of  a sub-coramittce  to  amend  the 
times  worked  by  the  lady  attendants  to  effect  a saving  in  labour  costs. 

Public  Nuisances 


Informal  action  was  taken  in  93  cases  which  normally  resulted  in  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisance. 

No  statutory  action  was  required.  It  was  necessary  to  send  letters  to  the 
fishing  boat  owners  appealing  for  cleanliness  at  the  foot  of  the  gangway,  but 
I am  sorry  to  report  that  generally  little  co-operation  comes  from  this  fratern- 
ity. 


V..  large  proportion  of  the  complaints  need  never  arise  if  good  neighbourly 
relations  were  maintained. 

The  outside  appearance  of  the  Metropole  was  slightly  improved,  dangers 
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from  unstable  chimney  heads  and  roofs, being  removed.  The  future  of  the  building, 
however,  is  still  not  known. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  foods. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  within  the  Urban  District,  but  occasionally 
it  is  necessary  to  issue  condemnation  certificates  in  respect  of  meat  which  has 
gone  bad  in  the  butcher's  premises  or  imay  have  been  imported  in  an  unfit  state. 

A deal  of  work  is  also  involved  in  inspecting  other  foods  which  are 
suspect  in  other  food  shops,  and  to  cover  the  cost  of  administration,  the  council 
charges  2/-d  for  each  certificate  issued. 

In  all,  46  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year  involving  a weight 
of  approx.  400  lbs  of  food  either  condemned  or  surrendered  voluntarily,  and  which 
was  taken  to  the  Destructor  for  burning. 

Food  Premises. 

Only  spasmodic  visits  could  be  made  to  those  premises  due  to  the  pressure 
of  other  duties  and  much  systematic  inspection  is  still  required  for  it  is  obvious 
that  some  Purveyors  are  still  not  fully  aware  of  their  obligations  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  Contraventions  or  deficiencies  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  owner  or  person  in  charge  as  necessary,  but  I am  pleased  to  report  that  it  was 

not  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  in  any  pa,rticular  case.  In  a few  , 

instances,  it  was  necesso-ry  to  issue  warnings  in  respect  of  impurities  or  other 
foreign  bodies  found  in  food  stuffs. 

An  additional  Ice-Cream  Dealer's  Licence  was  issued  to  a new  applicant. 
Water  supply. 

The  main  source  of  water  supply  continues  to  be  from  Pet ton,  and 

175?510>000  gallons  having  been  pumped  from  this  source  during  the  year  19^3) 

and  increase  of  9 >636,000  gallons  over  the  previous  year  I962.  The  water  is 
pumped  from  two  24"  boreholes,  of  which  the  potential  yield  is  72,000  gallons  per 
hour  on  a I6  hour  day.  A chemical  analysis  of  this  water  was  given  in  deta,il' in 
last  year's  report. 

The  only  treatment  given  to  this  water  is  chlorina,tion  and  'Calgon' 
Threshold  Treatment.  Ten  sa,mples  were  taken  throughtout  the  year  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination,  and  all  gave  a 'Nil'  bacterial  count. 

The  summer  water  supply  is  augmented  by  water  pumped  from  the  Roughton 
Road  12"  borehole,  9> 540)000  gallons  having  been  pumped  from  this  source  during 
the  year  1963)  approx,  the  same  as  for  the  year  I962.  The  potential  yield  of 
this  borehole  is  proba.bly  about  12,000  gallons  per  hour,  iv  Chemical  analysis  of 
this  water  was  also  deta,ilGd  in  my  last  Report. 

Opinion 


Thanks  to  an  agreement  with  the  Arpingham  R.D.C.  whereby  they  supplied 
part  of  Overstrand  there  were  no  complaints  of  scarcity  from  that  area.  This 
auxiliary  supply  was  turned  on  from  26th  July,  I965  to  6th  September,  1963) 


19. 

740,000  gallons  passed  through  the  meter. 


The  total  consiimption  of  water  is  made  up  as  follows; - 

Yearly  total. 

Cromer. Vfater  District  140,4909000 


Bulk  supply  Erpingham  R.D.C.  including 
supplies  to  Smallburgh  R.D.C.  and  N.  Walshara 

U.D.C. 

Bulk  supply  Erpingham  R.D.C.  Gresham 
Bulk  supply  Erpingham  R.D.C.  Aylmcrton 


42,690,000 

1,750,000 

652,000 


Gallons 

Gallons 

Gallons 

Gallons 


Total  185,590,000  Gallons 


There  is  a piped  supply  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Cromer  Water  District 
which  includes  the  parishes  of  Runton  and  0vcrstrc.nd  and  part  of  the  parishes  of 
Aylmorton,  Pelhrigg,  ITorthrepps  and  Roughton.  Normal  maintenance  was  carried  out 
by  the  Department  together  with  the  laying  of  new  mains  required  in  the  various 
new  housing  estates.  A plentiful  supply  of  good  wholesome  water  was  therefore 
provided  throught  the  year. 

The  numbers  of  premises  supplied  by  the  Cromer  V/ater  Undertaking  are:- 


Population. 

Direct  to 
Houses. 

By  Stand 
Pipes . 

Other 

Premises 

Cromer  U.D.  (exclusive  of 

caravans) 

4,900 

1707 

7 

568 

Overstrand  Pa.rish 

705 

302 

4 

42 

Runton  Parishes 

1,246 

693 

- 

77 

-dylmerton 

207 

77 

- 

20 

Felbrigg  Parish 

200 

59 

6 

7 

Northrepps  Parish 

171 

65 

- 

9 

Roughton  Parish 

111 

34 

- 

- 

7,558 

5,148 

17 

475 

Rodent  Control 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  of  the  Department  during 
the  year. 
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1-2  3 4 5 
Local  Dwelling  All  others  Total  of  Agricul 

Auth-  Houses  (inc  (inc.  Bus-  Cols  1,  tural. 
ority  C. Houses)  iness  Prem.)  2 and  3 


1.  No.  of  properties  in  local 
authorities  District. 

10 

1764 

366 

2140 

5 

2.  Total  nximber  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of 
notification. 

2 

42 

26 

70 

3.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act. 

5 

23 

8 

36 

1 

4.  Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  (e.g. 
when  visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

1 

27 

1 

29 

5.  Total  inspections  carried  out 
including  re-inspections. 

— 

132 

41 

173 

- 

6.  Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sec.  2,3  & 4)  treated  by 
Local  iiuthority. 

8 

92 

35 

135 

7.  Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re- treatments. 

2 

35 

13 

50 

- 

Factories  Act,  1^6l 

Inspections  for  purposes 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

of  provisions 

as  to  health  (including  inspections 

Humber 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections  Written 
Notices 
(3)  (4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1 
2,394  & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

24 

33  1 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  7 

23 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sect- 
ion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises.)  7 

21 

Total 

38 

77  1 

- 

21. 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  throe  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  he  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  "cases") 


Number 

of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

Particulars 

were 

found 

cases  in  which 

To  H.H.  By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector  Inspector 

wore  institute( 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4)  (5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  5 3 - 1 


Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.5) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 


3 3 


1 


TnBLB  OF  INSPECTIONS  K.iDE  DUHING  THE  YEnR. 


Houses  Inspections 

Private  245 

Occupied  Council  31? 

Under  Construction  92 

Food  Inspections 

Shops  65 

Cafes  43 

Others  26 

Public  Nuisjuices 

Informal  i^ction  93 

Statutory  - 

Infectious  Diseases  - 

Rodent  Control  173 

Public  Conveniences  3^0 

Destructor  I65 

Northrepps  Tip  13 

Water  312 

Factories  - Power  53 

Non- power  25 

Building  Byelaws  228 

Drainage  78 

Disinfosta,tion  ’ 15 
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